
Called to Serve – 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time               
 
Today’s Gospel follows the Baptism of  Jesus as John tells his disciples that this Jesus is the
Lamb of  God who takes away the sins of  the world.  He relates to them that after he
baptized Jesus, he saw the Holy Spirit come upon the Lord. The first reading, from Isaiah,
also points to Jesus, as the light to the nations of  the world.  As followers of  Christ, we are
also called to be a light to the nations.
 
In the first reading, we also heard; “God said to me, 'You are My servant through whom I
will show My glory.” 
 
What a great thing for God to be saying to each one of  us.  That we are His servants, not
for ourselves but that others will see His glory and may come to encounter Jesus as the Son
of  God like John the Baptist did.   
 
There is something that I would like to share with you.

I have several friends that have been on the fence with their faith for many years.   One
particular friend, I’ll call Bob, is a cradle Catholic who is married and has three children.  He
works very hard to support his family and has been through a lot during the past twenty
years.  We have been friends throughout all this time and I know that someday he will come
to encounter Christ and experience His glory.  As the Lord tells us in Philippian’s; "Being
confident of  this, He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of  Christ Jesus.”  
 
With  this  promise  in  mind,  I  resist  the  temptation  to  be  discouraged in  this  work  of
salvation that the Lord has started in my friend’s life.  I cannot see the heart as God sees it
and His ways are not my ways.  My wife and I have learned to look for little glimpses of  His
work in people’s hearts.  When we see these little glimpses, then this encourages us in our
own walk with the Lord. As a result we learn to trust and be patient more and more.  We
should also do the same and ask the Lord to show us the glimpse of  His work in our own
lives and of  those around us.
 
Over the years, my wife and I have supported Bob and his family through the death of  his
father, financial stresses, through the diagnosis of  his wife’s cancer and the treatments that
followed, through marital  difficulties where the couple were unable to be there for one
another emotionally, and then through the death of  a family member who was serving in
Afghanistan.  They have been through the trying times of  raising teenage children and also
have experienced the extra care and patience needed for one of  their children who has
special needs. Through this child, however, we also see how much selfless love and unity
that he has brought to this wonderful family.  
 



Over the years, through these trying times we have often been called to be a light for Bob’s
family.  We have tried to encourage them, love and support them thru our prayers and
friendship.  
 
The first reading, from Isaiah, points to Jesus, as the light to the nations of  the world.  
Through our relationship with Jesus, we are also called to be a light to the people around us,
those people whom He puts in our path.
 
Recently, Bob’s family invited us to come to their home and perform a house blessing.   It
was truly a wonderful experience and gave my wife and I a glimpse of  the Lord at work in
their lives.  As a side note, our family have been blessed to walk with them over the years
and call them friends and loved ones.
 
So why am I sharing this story with you?  
 
As the Lord has called our family to be His servants to help lead others to Him, He is also
calling each one of  you to do the same.  When we help others come to know Him, His
glory will be revealed in them.  The Lord is calling on each one of  us to be that light to
those around us, to love people where they are and to try to live our lives so as to witness to
others.  
 
We all have people that we are called to be a light for:  maybe it is a co-worker, a relative, or
an acquaintance.  We feel that tug in our heart to love them and to be that light for them. 
That tug is from the Holy Spirit asking us to help; to be His hands, His feet, His voice, His
love and His mercy.  Maybe at times, all we can do is pray, or maybe the Lord is asking us to
talk to them about His love.  In each situation, the Lord calls us to discern and pray about
how we are called to love them.
 
We can’t do it by ourselves and that’s why it says in the first reading, "I get my strength from
God."  What does this mean and what must we do to receive it? 
 
We must follow that inspiration that comes from the Holy Spirit that we get through prayer
and by listening to what he is saying to us in the silence of  our hearts.  
 
As we heard in gospel; ”Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit.”  The Holy Spirit makes His
home in those who love God with all their hearts, those who humble themselves and allows
Jesus to be their Lord and Saviour.  The Holy Spirit will lead us when we rely on His help
and remain open to His inspirations, when we live a humble and obedient lifestyle.  The
more that we remain obedient to His ways, the more room we give to the Holy Spirit to
work in us.  In other words, when we are sinful or not in a state of  grace, then the Holy
Spirit cannot fill us with His presence and we cannot hear those inspirations within our
heart.  So it  is  also important  to frequent use of  the sacraments  of  the Eucharist  and



Reconciliation to help  us  grow in our  life  in  the  Spirit.  As our  Mother  Mary told  St.
Faustina,  “the  soul’s  true  greatness  is  in  loving  God  and  in  humbling  oneself  in  His
presence.”  
 
As in Isaiah, we read, “Do not fear for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by your
name.  You are mine.  You are precious and honored in My sight.  For I love you.”  This
holds true for each one of  us here today and also to those who don’t know His love yet in
their hearts.  We are all His children by what Christ did for us on the cross.
 
As Pope Francis says, “How will we get the odor of  the sheep on us, so that we smell like
His sheep? Those sheep who are lost, marginalized, fallen away Catholics, members or our
own community, family members or friends who have lost their way.  
 
How do we meet these people in their faith journey?  
 
The answer my dear friends, is to feed His sheep, to serve them in love.  By doing this we
are serving Him.  For when we serve the least of  these, we are serving Him.  So let us rely
on the Holy Spirit to help us with that task.  In doing so, by His power will we help bring
others to Christ.  He wants everybody to come home.   

All glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN.
 


