
St Joseph – The Worker                                           

May 01, 2017

 

Today is  first  of  May;  the month that  we devote to Mother Mary.  We also

celebrate the feast of  St. Joseph the worker today.  As well, in the first reading,

we learned about St Stephen, who was the first martyr of  the church.  There is a

quite a bit to talk about today during this Eucharistic celebration.  

 

As we begin this month, let us keep Mary close to our hearts as we pray the

rosary and offer up to Mary from our hearts an especially fervent and loving

homage of  prayer and veneration.

 

As mentioned, we also celebrate the feast of  St Joseph – the worker.  We know

that he was a righteous man who faithfully practised the carpenter’s trade.  We

know him more by his actions than by his words and with St Joseph as our

guide, we are called to develop and use our gifts for the greater good of  others.

 

Over the years,  he provided for the Holy Family as a humble, hard working

carpenter.    As His earthly father, he had much influence into Jesus’ life and I

imagine the two of  them working together in his shop where he patiently taught

Jesus the ways of  carpentry and lessons of  life.  

 

We know St Joseph to have been a wise, chaste and kind man.  Someone who



had an expectant faith that would wait on the Lord, someone who was generous

towards others.  Yet if  need be, he could be firm and fair in his dealings with

others.  He was the protector of  His family.  He no doubt had the role  of

spiritual authority in his home.   

 

Today,  St  Joseph is the protector of  the domestic church and of  the whole

church.  As he educated Jesus patiently in the school of  carpentry, St Joseph can

also help us with our own work situations.  He is the doer of  God’s will.  St

Joseph’s life speaks to us by his actions and not his words.  We should ask for

this grace and example when providing for and leading our own families.     

 

Another saint that we encounter today in the first reading is St Stephen.  We

heard about how he was full  of  grace and power.  How he performed great

wonders and signs among the people.  I am very fond of  St Stephen not only

because he gave his life for Christ and became a martyr, but also because he was

one of  the first deacons in the church.

 

In the first reading, we heard that people were stirred up against St Stephen, but

they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.  They

secretly instigated others to speak falsely against him so that they could charge

him in front of  the council.  Their plan was to persecute him and stone him to

death.   

He was not afraid; he was not alone.  The Lord was with him through it all.



 

Still today, we hear how Christians are being persecuted for their faith.  I am

sure  that  many  have  heard  the  story  of  how Christian  children  were  being

rounded up in front of  their parents and then asked to choose life or die in their

faith.  And they were resilient and remained faithful.   Like St Stephen, the Lord

was with them.  He gave them strength; he gave them grace to overcome.  They

too, became martyrs for Christ.

 

We hear how Muslims in the middle east are coming to Christ in multitudes. 

Despite  their  fear  of  death  and  the  consequences,  many  are  converting  to

Christianity.  

 

Why are so many people coming to Christ, even in fear of  death?  

 

My friends, these martyrs who are giving their lives for Christ, are filled with His

love  and  the  Holy  Spirit.   Many  Muslims  are  seeing  their  conviction,  their

authentic  faith  and  willingness  to  die  for  that  purpose.  They  are  being

evangelized through the blood of  the present-day Martyrs.  

 

We are blessed to live in a country where we have the freedom to worship the

Lord.  We are increasingly seeing signs where our society is becoming hostile to

Christianity.  Some day,  we too  might  be  persecuted,  have  to  flee  from our

homes and give an account of  our faith.



 

Are we ready for this?  

 

We must not fear because as with the many people before us,  the Lord will

strengthen us  and help  us  to  overcome.  We must  remember  that  when we

endure for Christ and stand up for our faith, we give Him glory.  This becomes

an authentic witness to others.  This is what St Joseph did, what St Stephen did

and what present-day martyrs are doing.

 

In the Gospel reading, the Lord was asked, “What must we do to perform the

works of  God?  Jesus’ answer is simple, “this is the work of  God, that you

believe in Him whom He has sent.”  This is our calling, to believe in Christ, to

love Him, to be obedient to His ways and to become the people that we are

called to be.

 

With so great a host in heaven, let us also ask the saints for help in this journey.  

St Stephen, pray for us.  All the martyrs for our faith, pray for us, St Joseph, pray

for us.  Holy Mary, Mother of  God, pray for us.

 

All glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 


