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Why do some people grow in their faith while others who are exposed to the same 

nourishment of God’s Word just don’t seem to blossom in the same way?  How can it be that 

there seems to be such divergence of response when it comes to our faith from one person 

to another? 

In the parable today we hear that: 

- Jesus sits in the boat due to the large crowd in order to tell a story to all.  He talks about 

a man who sows seed.  When the man arrives at His field he began to sow the seed. 

- Some of the seed is sown on the pathway, which is hard, packed ground, alongside the 

road, where there is no penetration and the birds came and ate up the seed that was 

sown. 

- Some of the seed is sown on the rocky ground, which has no root, while the hot sun 

causes it to wither and die and blow away. 

- Some of the seed is sown on the thorny ground, which becomes chocked and full of 

weeds, thus chocking the life out of the seed and yielding no crop. 

- Some of the seed is sown on good soil, which is fertile land, which yields  30x, 60x and 

100x the crop. 

What is Jesus is trying to teach to us here in this parable?   

Let’s break this up and look at it piece by piece.  First, the sower.  This would be someone 

who sows the word of God and shares the principles and teachings of the gospel and word 

of God.   

Next, we have the seed.  It represents the word of God and its application towards living a 

life of love and following His ways. 

And finally, in this case, the birds represent the adversary, the devil, who comes only to steal, 

kill and destroy. 

Why is it that one person will hear the same message and come to Christ while for others, it 

doesn’t take root?  Jesus tells us it depends on the soil of their heart.  Is the soil of the heart 

fertile?  Is it ready for the seed of God’s word?   The problem is the condition of the soil, not 

the seed.  The problem is the condition of the heart and whether or not it is ready to receive 

the word of God. 

For discussion purposes, the different types of “soil of our heart” are:  Pathway soil, rocky soil, 

thorny soil and good soil. 

The first is Pathway soil which causes people to be unresponsive to the word of God, when 

they hear His word, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word in them.  These 



people who are lost, never come to the cross or under the blood of the Lamb.  The seed does 

not penetrate their heart, there is no impact on their will and no inner life changes or 

motivation.  It simply rests on top and lays there and is blown away or taken away by the 

adversary.  This is why it so important to pray for these people as prayer will help fertilize the 

soil of their heart and prepare it to receive God’s word. 

Next we see, Rocky soil which causes people to be impulsive, when they hear the word of 

God, immediately these receive it with joy.  They like the stories, enjoy worship and music, 

get excited, but, because they have no root, when affliction or persecution arises they 

immediately run away.  Once again with this type of soil, there is no real life in Christ, no 

change of ways or repentence of heart. 

Next we see, Thorny Soil which is the Seed that is sown among the thorns.  Thorns or sin are 

prevalent in their lives.  Due to their woundedness, it seems like they choose not to come to 

terms with the sin in their life.  The sin can manifest itself as an idol through the desires of 

the world:  Such as lust, worry, seeking power or wealth.  This sin causes their faith life to be 

stunted.  With their desire for worldly goods, eventually evil will enter in and choke the word 

of God.  Their prayer life is poor, as they don’t spend enough time in God’s word.  When 

discussion of faith comes, it becomes foreign to them; there seems to be little or no 

commitment towards the ways of God.   

And finally we have Good Soil which is sown where people accept the word of God whole 

heartedly.  They open their hearts to the Lord and allow Him to come in.  They accept His 

word, His ways and they grow in their faith and love for Him.  It doesn’t mean that they don’t 

have issues, but, they cultivate the soil of their heart to grow in faith, hope and love.  They 

have a personal relationship with Christ.  They follow inspiration from the Holy Spirit and love 

God and one another.  For some they yield 30x, 60x and some 100x the fruit.   

So the question then is simple: What are we going to do about the soil of our heart?  We 

need to take a hard look at ourselves and ask, which type of soil do I have in my heart?   

If we are in the first two categories – the Pathway soil and the Rocky soil, then we need to 

allow Jesus to come into our heart as our Lord and Saviour and we need to give our will over 

to Him.  To have that personal relationship with Him and learn to rely on Him for help in our 

daily lives. 

If we are in the thorny soil category where we live in sin then our life style is distracted, 

deceived, and we need to deal that sin head on.  First, we need to recognize the underlying 

factors that cause us to sin such as fear, or worry, abandonment or rejection, unforgiveness 

or a lack of trust in God.  Once we understand the root, then we can rebuke it and give it to 

the Lord asking Him to pull the root and receive healing from it.  In the meantime, we must 

fight the good fight by frequenting the confessional, fast and keep our prayer life strong.  We 



must remember to be patient with ourselves and we need to realize that the Lord is with us 

every step of the way and that He will help us with this.  A life verse that we need to keep 

close to our heart is this; “Fear not, for I am with You.” The Lord is with us every step of the 

way and He wants to heal us make us whole again. 

My dear friends, the Lord tells us in the gospel reading today, “if they just understand with 

their heart and turn – I would heal them.”  This is the Lord’s promise to us. 

A good way to start this healing process is through prayer each morning.  When we dedicate 

time with the Lord each day, we open our hearts to Him, quiet ourselves and listen to what 

He is saying to us.  It not just about us talking to Him all the time.  But as His children, we 

need to listen to what our Father wants to say us.  Prayer will cultivate the soil of our heart. 

Please join me in prayer as we ask for this grace from our Father in heaven:   

Father, please quiet our hearts and help us to accept Your word and Your ways.  If the soil of 

our heart is not ready, then please reveal it to us Lord and show us the path we must take to 

change our ways and come to you.  Give us a contrite heart and help us to find you in your 

Mercy.  Lord we open our heart to you.  Speak to us Lord, your children and show us how 

much you love us.  We need you Lord and cannot do this without you, in Jesus name we 

pray.   AMEN.   

All glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   


