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When the Son of  Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on

the throne of  His glory.  All nations will be assembled before Him and He will separate

people from one another, on the right side; the sheep, on the left side; the goats.

 

To the sheep, He will say; “Come you who are blessed by My Father to inherit the kingdom

prepared since the foundation of  the world.”  Then He goes on to say, “that when He was

thirsty, we gave Him something to drink, when He was hungry, we gave Him something to

eat and when He was naked, we gave Him clothes.

 

This reminds me of  a situation that occurred to a friend and I last summer when we went

to Mass at St Patrick’s church and then decided to have lunch together at a chip truck down

the street.  We both went to confession that day before Mass.  As we waited for our polish

sausages, a homeless lady came up to us and asked if  we had any change to spare for lunch.  

Since I had only a $20 bill on me which I was going to use for my lunch, I indicated to her

that I had no change in my pocket.  She then humbly went on and proceeded to ask the rest

of  the people standing by if  they had any change.  She must have asked at least 20 people

and  not  one  person  helped her.  As  she  started  to  walk  away,  with  her  head  down,  I

approached her and said, “What can I do for you?”  

 

With her hair disheveled, her face all dirty and her clothes in taters, she looked at me and

said, “Sir I am really hungry and I have no food or money.”  I asked her want she wanted,

“her eyes lit up and she asked for a medium poutine, and a coke to wash it down.”   I went

up to the chip truck counter and asked for the food that she had requested.   As I turned to

look back at her, I saw how happy she was.  

 

When it  came time to pay for our food, I  gave the $20 to the clerk and I received $5



change.  I then gave it to the homeless lady and told her to use it to help for her next meal.  

In all  this  was a  small  act  of  mercy towards this  woman that  the Lord had graciously

allowed me to do for her.

 

My friend and I started to eat our meal as we made our way back to our car.   The lady

walked with us and thanked me profoundly for the meal.  We talked for a few minutes

before she quietly slipped away.  One minute she was with us, and the next she was gone.  

 

My friend, who wasn’t someone who attended church very often, asked me why I did that

for the lady.   I told him that as Christians, it was our duty to share with those who have

nothing, for when we do this, we are serving Christ himself.

 

I recalled how we both went to confession earlier and I realized that I had an opportunity

to speak to this man’s heart through this situation.  I asked Him what he was looking for

when he went to confession earlier.  He told me that he sought forgiveness from the Lord

for his actions.

 

Then I told him this; “As we ask the Lord for His mercy in the confessional, He expects us

to do the same and be merciful with one another.  That when we are merciful, that this is

pleasing to Him and our heart becomes more like His through our own deeds of  mercy

towards one another.  In a sense, our good will towards one another is seen by our Father

in heaven and He will reward us for our efforts with additional graces.

 

My friend indicated to me that he did not have the courage to give that lady the money

since he was afraid of  getting mugged or ridiculed by her, that she might make a scene in

front of  everyone.  I indicated to him that we have been given a spirit of  courage, mercy

and love we should not let fear dictate our actions and rob us of  doing such acts of  mercy.  

Fear is not of  God.



 

I then told him that we are all just a few bad breaks away from being in the same position as

this lady was.  That we should not judge people just because they are poor, dirty or different

than us.  Yes some people are on the streets because of  their poor choices such as drugs or

alcohol.   But that doesn’t mean that we should judge them.  On the contrary, it is precisely

then, that we should be merciful towards them to help remind them of  their dignity as a

person and the love that our Father in heaven has for them.  As part of  our merciful act, we

should also offer a blessing to that person along with a smile before we go on our way. 

 

For this is what it means to love our neighbor and our God.  For when we do this for the

least one of  these, then we are doing it for the Lord.  

 

I later found out, that my friend went home that night and told his whole family about what

had happened.  It became a real topic of  discussion for their family.  You see, we never

really know how our actions will have an impact on others.   

 

St. Faustina tells us in her diary, “that we ought to perform at least one act of  mercy a day;

at  least  one,  but there can be many more,  for  such deeds can easily  be carried out  by

anyone,  even  the  very  poorest.”  She  goes  on  to  say,  “For  there  are  three  ways  of

performing an act of  mercy:  the merciful word, by forgiving and by comforting; secondly,

if  you can offer no word, then pray – that too is mercy; and thirdly, deeds of  mercy.  And

when the last day comes, we shall be judged from this, and on this basis, we shall receive the

eternal verdict.” 

 

It was the Lord Himself  who demanded deeds of  mercy, which are to arise out of  love for

Him.  He tells us, “You are to show mercy to your neighbors always and everywhere.  You

must not shrink from this or try to absolve yourself  from it.”  

 



And then He continues to promise us, the following, “Souls who spread the honor of  My

mercy I shield through their entire lives as a tender mother her infant, and at the hour of

death I will not be a Judge for them, but the Merciful Saviour.”

 

All glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 


