
Christ the King        

Luke 23: 35-43                   

Christ the King feast day was created by Pope Pius XI to help the faithful remember that their 

allegiance to Christ is above any allegiance to a government or a nation, or above any 

ideology.  We have many different ideologies in society today that oppose His reign into our 

hearts.  We only have to turn on the TV and watch the news to see how far we have fallen as a 

society with-out faith.

 

Today, as we celebrate this of feast of Christ the King, we celebrate His kingdom come.  We 

celebrate His reign in the hearts of the elect; those who know Him and love Him.  

 

Before us we have two options:  As His humble children we can accept the reign of Christ and 

thus allow Him to change our ways, our lives and our hearts.   

 

OR 

 

We can choose to remain lukewarm in our faith and try to fill the void in our hearts with the 

things that this world has to offer, like fancy homes or nice vehicles or through our 

relationships.  The list of these things can go on and on.  In a sense Christ is part of our life, 

but not the center of our lives.  We do not necessarily love Him with our whole hearts.  

Conversely, when we do allow Him to reign as King, then slowly over time He changes us.  

This affects all our decisions, the way we live our life and ultimately the way we interact with 

our God and one another.  Our hearts experience His joy, peace and satisfaction.  

 

We all know the story about the young man who approached Jesus and asked him, “Master 

what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus’ response was simple, “follow the 

commandments.”  Then Jesus challenges the young man who says that He has done all these 

things, “Go and sell all you have and give it to the poor.”  Jesus knew that this man lacked one 



thing, it was a true love for God.  He wanted this man to give away his possessions to the poor 

to so that he might be the Christ, the King over this man’s heart.  Jesus did not want to 

compete against the man’s considerable wealth as the ruler of his heart.  He knew that this 

was the one thing that would keep this man from allowing Christ to be His King.  Now the 

Lord is not telling us to give all that we have to the poor, but He wished to demonstrate that it 

is by our deeds and not just by our words that we truly show our love for God.  

 

God has created us for the purpose of loving Him and serving Him.  He planted this longing in

our hearts and nothing created can fulfill that desire.  Only God can truly satisfy it.  

 

If man possessed the whole world he would still not be content.  There would always be 

something missing for our complete happiness.   

 

What are the reasons then, that regardless of all our endeavours, our pains and our labours, 

we can never really be at peace within our very core?  It is because we do not direct our 

attention towards the living God who alone is capable of fulfilling our desires.  

 

If we were to be asked if we loved God, I am sure that without a doubt we would say, yes we 

love him.  

But St. John Vianney tells us, “that this is not sufficient;” he continues, “I am convinced that 

we must give proof of this love.  So where are the proofs which reveal the sincerity of our love 

of God?  What sacrifices do we make for him, where are our works of penance, what about the 

good deeds which we do often without the right intentions. Where are our spiritual and 

corporal works of mercy towards our neighbour?”  For in showing mercy to one another, then 

God is abundant in His mercy towards us.

 

If we wish to know whether we really love God, listen to what I am going to say and then judge

for yourselves whether you have that true love.

 



Observe that Jesus Christ himself said to us, “whoever loves me, keeps my commandments, 

but he who does not love me, does not keep them. “  It is therefore very easy for us to know 

whether or not we love God.  

 

The commandments and the will of God are one and the same.  He commands and He wills 

that we should fulfill our duties and our state of life sincerely.  He commands us to love Him 

and be faithful to Him. 

 

God’s will is that we be subject and respectful to our parents, our superiors and all those who 

God has placed over us to guide us. 

 

It is the will of God; that we should be generous with our tithing, our time and talents; to use 

the gifts that the Lord has given us in service toward one another.

 

If anyone sins against us, we should be willing to forgive them.  In our conversations, we 

should not murmur or gossip against others.  We should pray for one another, even those who

persecute us.

  

These are an example of what the commandments and the will of God ask of each one of us.  If

we love God as we say we do, then we will conduct ourselves in these ways.  

 

If not then no matter how often that we say that we love Him, St John tells us that we are liars 

and that the truth is not in us.  

 

Now if you are sitting there and have come to the realization, that maybe, Christ is not your 

King and that you feel that the fruit of your life is not what it should be.  

 

Do not fear! The Lord is with you and He is right beside you at this very moment.  Through St 



Faustina, the Lord is telling each one of us here today the following:

 

“My mercy is greater than your sins and those of the entire world.  Who can measure the 

extent of my goodness?  For you I descended from heaven to earth; for you I allowed myself to

be nailed to the cross; for you I let me Sacred Heart be pierced with a lance; thus opening wide

the source of mercy for you.  Come then with trust to draw graces from this fountain.  I never 

reject a contrite heart.  Your misery disappears into the depths of my mercy.  You will give me 

more pleasure if you hand over to me all your troubles and griefs, I shall heap upon you the 

treasures of my grace.”  

 

So how do we accept His mercy?  How do we accept Him as Christ the King?

 

In Rev. 3:20, the Lord says, “Here I am.  Behold I stand at the door and knock, if anyone hears

my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person and they with me.”

 

So my friends, Christ the King is standing at the door of our hearts and knocking.  We have 

only to open that door and let Him in.

 

If you feel inspired to do so, please with me the following prayer out load:  

 

“Father, I believe that you know me and love me.  I have not always chosen to love you and 

have broken my relationship with you through my sins.  Thank you for sending your Son, 

Jesus who proved your love for me on the cross.  Lord Jesus, I open the door of my heart and I

invite you to be the center of my life, to reign over my heart as Christ the King – as my Saviour

and Lord.  Direct me by Your Holy Spirit help me to live the Gospel with my whole life.  In 

Jesus name we pray.

 

Later in the Mass when you come to receive the Lord in the Eucharist, I invite you to ask Him 

to come into your heart once again, using your own words.  Reflect on what He has done for 



you.  If you need help with that, then just look up at the crucifix and keep your eyes on Him.  

Like the good thief in the gospel reading today, let us say those words, “Jesus remember me 

when you come into your kingdom.”  AMEN.

 


