
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Luke 18: 1-8 

In what circumstances of life do we experience an abundance of God’s mercy?   In the parable 

of the judge and the widow, we seem to have no hesitation about that answer:  the merciful 

face of God, which shines forth on each of us, is seen many times through our prayers.  Jesus 

tells us in this parable reading that we need to pray always and not lose heart.

According to the social hierarchy during Jesus’ time, the judge is a symbol of maximum 

power, especially in an environment characterized by people’s lack of education and ability to 

read.  The judge was much like the mayor of a city who had unlimited power.  At the other end

of the spectrum there is a widow whose status, represents the most fragile of human 

conditions.    When she was no longer able to rely on the protection and authority of her late 

husband, a widow was often forced to suffer many abuses.  The height of power and the lowest

point of powerlessness are at play in this parable.

The judge has no fear of God and is not a religious person.  He renders judgment according to 

his own pleasure!  He lacks a compassionate heart because he does not believe in God. 

The widow on the other hand, calls on the judge persistently for justice against her 

opposition.  After several pleadings, the judge decides to grant the widow’s request.  However 

it’s not compassion that changes his mind but her continual persistence.

Unlike the unjust judge, God will bring mercy quickly for his elect who cry out to him day and 

night.  In Jesus’ ministry, we see Him moved out of compassion for those who cry out to Him. 

An example of this is when the blind man cries out to Jesus asking for Him to be merciful so 

that he might be able to see.  Jesus hears the cries of mercy over those of the crowd who try to 

quiet him down.  Our God is a God of compassion and mercy and He is moved by our prayers.

 

An example of this happened to my wife and I over 10 years ago.  We had leased a car from a 

dealership that took advantage of us.   We realized that the car was part of a lease to own 

contract where the vehicle was worth less than the amount that we owed by a significant 

margin.  To make matters worse, we soon discovered that the car was a lemon and was 

burning a lot of oil.

I remember thinking to myself, why didn’t I pray about this before I made my decision? Why 

didn’t I ask the Lord for His counsel, like I usually do?  This had been an emotional purchase 



as I really liked the sporty look of the vehicle.  Perhaps a few of you can relate to this.

After two years had passed by, the Lord put it on my heart to start praying for a solution and 

to persevere with the leasing company to help find us another vehicle with better terms.  

Every few weeks, we would ask them to send us an offer for another vehicle.  In each case, the 

deal that they offered was unacceptable. My wife was persistent with the sales manager and 

she kept pushing for them to give us a better deal.  All the while we kept praying.  This went 

on for almost 11 months.    Then we felt in our hearts to change our tactic, we told the leasing 

manager that we would take our business elsewhere if they could not come up with a better 

deal.  The manager finally took our words to heart and offered us one final deal on a vehicle 

that excellent terms.  When we received the offer, we thanked God and then sent it back 

signed.  

The day that I was to bring the car in, I was in prayer, praising the Lord and thanking Him for 

helping us with this situation.  Then I heard these words in my heart, “You have to tell them 

that the car is leaking oil”.  My initial response was,  “I can’t Lord, you know that if I do, then 

we will be on the hook for major repairs.” After conversing with the Lord in this way for a few 

minutes, it occurred to me that He was calling me to obedience and that I had to do the right 

thing.  

As I returned the vehicle and sat there across from the manager, I blurted out, “the car is a 

lemon and it leaks lots of oil.”  He thanked me for my honesty and then after checking on the 

mileage told me not to worry because it was still covered under warranty. Whew!

The Lord knew that everything would be okay, He just wanted me to trust in Him and He 

needed me to be honest with the leasing manager.  This is something that we are called to do 

in every aspect of our lives.

Looking back on it, the Lord not only helped us get out of that situation, He also blessed us 

with our next vehicle.  We had almost 10 years with that vehicle with absolutely no major 

maintenance costs or issues.  We considered that vehicle a gift from the Lord and it is still on 

the road today with over 300,000 km on it.  

So there were a number of lessons that my wife and I learned in this situation:

 First, we should pray and seek the Lord before we make any major decisions; in doing 

so, we set the stage for victory and we open our hearts to His will.   



 Secondly, like the widow in the parable today, the Lord is showing us that we should 

persevere in our prayers.  Regardless of the situation, whether it be for family 

members, or for help in our daily struggles, or for healing, the Lord is asking us to 

persevere in our prayers and bring everything to Him – both the good and the bad. 

 And finally, we must also recognize that the Lord is calling us to obedience.  This is 

where we get a chance to show our love for Him.     

In St Faustina’s diary we learn:  “By prayer a soul arms itself for all kinds of combat. In 

whatever state the soul may be, it ought to pray. A soul which is pure and beautiful must pray, 

or else it will lose its beauty. A soul which is striving after this purity must pray, or else it will 

never attain it. A soul which is newly converted must pray, or else it will fall again. A sinful 

soul, plunged in sins, must pray so that it might rise again. There is no soul which is not 

bound to pray, for every single grace comes to the soul through prayer” (Diary, 146).

The parable of the judge and the widow poses a question that we all need to ponder: “Will 

Jesus find faith on earth when He returns?”  The message of the parable tells us that we must 

continue in our prayers and never give up, never lose hope regardless of the circumstances.    

Earlier in this week we heard in the gospel reading; Ask and you’ll receive, seek and you will 

find, knock and the door will be opened.  

These words along with our gospel reading, should give us no hesitation to run to the Lord 

and seek His mercy.   

Our faith requested of us today includes trust, faithfulness and confidence.  This faith is 

nourished by our prayers and strengthened through our obedience for those who learn to be 

guided by God’s will.

So my brothers and sisters, my challenge to each one of us here is to seek the Lord through 

our prayers and petitions and let us not be discouraged in that quest.  We must know in our 

hearts that God loves each one of us so dearly and He is ready to grant His mercy to those who

seek His face. AMEN.


