
The Good Shepherd  

 John 10: 11-18            

 

I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

 

We are His sheep and He is the good shepherd by which we enter into eternal life. As

His sheep we recognize His voice and follow His ways because we know Him and

know that we are loved by Him.  Jesus also calls us to lead others with that same love

and compassion back to Him.

 

The wolf  and the hired hands can symbolize the powers of  evil that lead us towards

sin and away from Jesus.  They cause us not to enter by the gate, but to climb over

into the sheep-fold by another means.  They can manifest themselves by our selfish

desires, our pride or any false idols that we may be holding on to such as wealth,

judgement towards others, desires of  the flesh or power; they play themselves out

through our sins. 

 

I wondered why we are called sheep, so I decided to lookup the description of  sheep.

Interestingly, I found the following characteristics: foolish, slow to learn, demanding,

stubborn, unpredictable, restless and dependent.  My wife might tell you that is the

same definition as for the word husband.  Isn’t this the truth.  We can all be these

ways at times.

 

I also looked up the definition of  a shepherd and found the following:   that he is

patient with his sheep, he knows, values, loves, feeds, leads, speaks well of, gives rest



to, and perseveres with his sheep. Isn’t this interesting, this is a very good description

of  Jesus’ relationship toward each one of  us.  As we develop a relationship with the

Lord, we come to know these things about Him, how He perseveres with us, how He

gives rest to us, speaks well of  us and protects us.  

 

Jesus also calls us to do the same with others.  In fact, Jesus promises to lead us in

this task. He inspires us to “reach out” in the same way - to evangelize to the lost, the

sinner and the outcast.  

 

Pope Francis through his own example and his teaching is also calling us also to be

shepherds.  In fact, he even goes on to say that we must smell like our sheep. What

does  it  mean  to  smell  like  our  sheep?  Could  it  be  the  same  definition  as  the

shepherd? To value, to know, to be patient, to feed, to speak well of, to lead, to love

and to persevere with? 

 

Yet, in spite of  our own sinfulness. How do we do this?  

 

My friends, it comes through our relationship with the Lord, through His strength,

and knowing that we are loved by Him. When we finally realize how much we are

loved and belong to Him.  This is when we truly experience His mercy and love in

our hearts.  And full of  that love, we no longer pass judgement on others, for we

realize that we too are sinners. 

 

Instead we see them through the eyes of  love, tenderness and compassion, the way

that the Lord sees them.  Therefore, with the eyes of  our hearts opened, we are called



to storm the heavens with our prayers and supplications, by our acts of  love and

good deeds towards them.  In effect, we help to carry these wonderful people to the

Good Shepherd, so that they too might know the love of  the Lord. 

 

Getting  to  this  point  requires  discipline.  We must  be  willing  to  crucify  our  own

sinfulness and die to self.   To be obedient to His ways.  For when we die to self  and

live for the Lord, then in this way, we are given the gift to see others in the same light

as  the  Lord  sees  them.  The  Holy  Spirit  opens  our  hearts  and  fills  us  with  His

presence, His wisdom and His knowledge.  

 

If  though, we choose to remain in our sins, then we grieve the Holy Spirit and leave

no room for Him to work in our lives.  As a result, we cannot see with the eyes of

our hearts thereby lacking compassion, tenderness and love. 

 

My friends, there will be days when we fight the good fight, while at other times when

we fall.  Our merciful Lord will always be there as the good shepherd through His

mercy, ready to pick us up on His shoulders and lead us back into the sheep-fold.  

 

So let us rejoice in the fact that we have a God who loves us in spite of  our own

sinfulness or our “sheepness”.  Let us glorify Him by how we live our lives and help

bring the lost, the outcast and the sinner back to Him.  Truly He is the gate by which

we are all saved. 

 

All glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN. 


